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This report is submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection in order to fulfill 
the requirements of 310 CMR 7.36(7), Transit System Improvements. Below is a project description and 
status information for each of the projects required under the revised State Implementation Plan. The 
Emergency Needs Bond Bill, as signed by Governor Patrick in April, authorized $100 million to support 
the development of the projects required under 310 CMR 7.36. 


I. GREENBUSH COMMUTER RAIL RESTORATION 


Project Description 
The restoration of the Greenbush Commuter Rail Line includes: (1) upgrading track and signals from 
Braintree to Scituate, (2) constructing Commuter Rail stations at Weymouth Landing, East Weymouth, 
West Hingham, Nantasket Junction (Hingham), Cohasset, North Scituate, and Greenbush (Scituate), (3) 
constructing a layover facility in Scituate and an 800-foot underpass in Hingham Square, and (4) making 
intersection improvements and roadway changes to accommodate train service. 


The Greenbush Line, like the rest of the Old Colony restoration, was planned for completion by 
December 31, 1996. EOT sought and received an extension of this deadline to December 31, 1999. While 
the other two lines of the Old Colony Railroad (Middleborough and Plymouth) were completed in 1997, 
service along the Greenbush Line has not yet resumed. Asa result, air quality and vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) offsets were required. In a letter dated November 30, 2000, the MBTA provided DEP with a series 
of interim offsets for the Greenbush project, which will remain in place until the Greenbush Line is 
opened for full public use. 

















Throughout the life of the project, the Greenbush restoration has been included in all relevant 
ransportation planning documents, including the MBTA Program for Mass Transportation and the 
Regional Transportation Plan of the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization. 


Project Status 
Under the recently amended SIP, EOT must complete the Greenbush Line and open it to full public use 
before December 31, 2007. 





The Final Environmental Impact Report for the Greenbush project was filed with MEPA on May 21, 2001. 
A Certificate approving the FEIR and completing the MEPA process was then issued in August 2001. The 
MBTA Board of Directors awarded a Design-Build Contract to the Cashman/Balfour-Beatty joint venture 
in February 2002, and a Notice to Proceed was issued in April 2002. In January 2005, the MBTA 
successfully completed the state and federal permitting for the entire right-of-way. 


Track and station construction for the Greenbush restoration is now substantially complete. In May 2007, 
the MBTA began running test trains on the line. Testing will continue through the summer of 2007 and 
the MBTA anticipates initiating service for passengers in the early fall. At this point, there are no 
impediments anticipated to a timely public opening of the Greenbush line. The SIP requirement for this 
project will be met upon the initiation of passenger service. 





II. BLUE LINE PLATFORM LENGTHENING AND STATION MODERNIZATION 


Project Description 
The MBTA is in the process of retrofitting all of the Blue Line stations so that they can accommodate six- 
car trains (four-car trains are currently in operation along the line). In order to accommodate six-car 
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trains, the following work is or has been required: 


= Stations at Airport, Aquarium, Beachmont, Government Center, Orient Heights, Maverick, 
Revere Beach, Suffolk Downs, Wood Island, Wonderland are all ready to accommodate six-car 
trains. Modernization work (e.g., making the stations fully accessible, providing new and 
improved amenities, etc.) will continue via separate construction contracts. 


= In order to accommodate six-car trains at State, the MBTA must extensively remodel the station, 
including major modifications to the tunnel system. This work will require significant in-street 
utility work and utility relocation for the office buildings at 53 and 60 State Street, as well as 
others. Additionally, the MBTA will also need to build two new fully accessible entrances along 
each side of State Street. The entrances will also provide the necessary increase in the emergency- 
egress capacity that will be required when the platforms are extended. 


* Due to limitations resulting from track geometry, Bowdoin cannot accommodate six-car trains. 
As described in the Blue Line Modernization Environmental Impact Report (EOEA #8772), 
Bowdoin will be closed to passengers when six-car trains begin running. The new additional 
Blue Line headhouse, which is to be located near the John F. Kennedy Federal Building, is only 
560 feet from the existing Bowdoin headhouse and, as such, passengers destined for that area can 
enter the MBTA system in the same vicinity. Passengers who normally enter at Bowdoin will 
need to enter one block farther at the current Government Center entrance. 











Throughout the life of the project, Blue Line Platform Lengthening and Modernization has been included 
in all relevant transportation planning documents, including the MBTA Program for Mass Transportation 
and the Regional Transportation Plan of the Boston Region MPO. 


Project Status 
The Maverick modernization contract has been awarded and work is currently underway. The 
Government Center modernization contract will be re-advertised later this year. Orient Heights 
modernization will be advertised in 2007. 





State Street remains the major milestone to be completed in order to operate six-car Blue Line trains. 
Unlike Government Center, Orient Heights, and Maverick, major reconstruction — including the 
demolition of the tunnels — is required at State Street in order to service the station with six-car trains. 
The MBTA has contracted with Barletta Construction Inc. to rebuild State Street Station. 








The City of Boston approval for construction at State Street was granted on March 9, 2006, and the 
contractor has had access to the work zone since that date. Progress has been made on the construction of 
platform and egress structures, as well as the other major elements of station modernization. Assuming 
no new unforeseen circumstances or delays, the MBTA anticipates that this station will be ready to 
accommodate six-car trains in November 2007. 


The schedule for the introduction of six-car trains is dependant on vehicle production and delivery. The 
BTA is working with its vehicle manufacturing company (Siemens Inc.) to develop a final vehicle 
delivery schedule. In January 2007, the first married-pair of vehicles was delivered to the Wellington 
Carhouse, where it is currently being put through an extensive testing period on the test track. This 
esting period will determine what, if any, alterations to the vehicles are necessary in the final stages of 
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vehicle production. Over the course of the next several months, additional married-pairs will be 
delivered to the MBTA, with each pair going through an extensive 500-mile “burn in” period. 


Once a sufficient number of pairs has been successfully tested and approved, the MBTA will begin 
introducing the vehicles into service, with the first vehicles running as four-car consists. As more 
vehicles are in service, the MBTA will begin to run the Blue Line in six-car consists (some consists 
consisting of six new vehicles and others consisting of six older vehicles) until such time as the entire fleet 
can be operated as new six-car trains. 





Under the new SIP regulation promulgated by DEP in late 2006, the new deadline for Blue Line Platform 
Lengthening and Modernization is December 31, 2008. According to the MBTA, six-car train-sets should 
be in operation during the AM and PM peak periods by this deadline and, at this point, there are no 
impediments anticipated to the timely completion of the Platform Lengthening and Modernization 
project. 


III. FAIRMOUNT LINE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 


Project Description 

The Fairmount Commuter Rail Line, which runs from South Station through Dorchester and Hyde Park 
terminating in the Readville section of Boston, consists of 9.2 miles of track, four stations and forty-one 
bridges. It is the only Commuter Rail Line that exclusively serves the City of Boston and the MBTA’s 
urban core. The right-of-way is entirely owned by the MBTA. 


The Fairmount Line Improvement Project includes the following specific elements: 


«Design and engineering for the rehabilitation of stations at Uphams Corner in Dorchester and 
Morton Street in Mattapan 

* Reconstruction or rehabilitation of six bridges 

«Design and construction of four new stations — in each of the neighborhoods of Dorchester, 
Mattapan and Roxbury and in the general location of Four Corners in Dorchester 

* Implementation of one new interlocking 

« Associated upgrades for signal and track work 

«  De-leading, painting and minor structural repairs to neighborhood bridges 








When complete, the stations will meet all state and federal accessibility laws and regulations, as well as 
be able to accommodate nine-car trains. 

Throughout the life of the project, the Fairmount Line Improvement Project has been included in all 
relevant transportation planning documents, including the MBTA Program for Mass Transportation and 
he Regional Transportation Plan of the Boston Region MPO. 


[he requirement to reconstruct Uphams Corner and Morton Street and the requirement to design Four 
Corners, are commitments under both the Administrative Consent Order and the State Implementation 


U 


an. 


Project Status 
The MBTA held a station-opening at Uphams Corner on January 23, 2007. The reconstruction of Morton 
Street was substantially completed in June of 2007. The ACO requirement for this project has been met. 
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The MBTA has reached agreement with the Four Corners Coalition on the placement and design of a 
station at Four Corners. Design is now proceeding to 30%. The MBTA, which anticipates the 30% plans 
to be presented at a public meeting in July 2007, anticipates meeting the ACO deadline of December 2007 
for completion of the design of a Four Corners station. 


Under the recently amended SIP, EOT is required to complete the Fairmount project and have it open to 
full public use before December 31, 2011. In addition, EOT is required to achieve the following interim 
milestones related to the project: 


= Within one year from the effective date of the regulation (December 1, 2006), EOT must develop a 
request for proposals for a design consultant, complete the competitive procurement process, and 
issue a notice to proceed. 





« Within two years after the completion of the above requirements, EOT must complete final 
design, apply for all necessary permits and grants, file any required legislation, and initiate all 
public and private land acquisition. 


With the passage of the Emergency Needs Bond Bill in the Spring of 2007, the Patrick-Murray 
Administration took the first substantive steps toward meeting these requirements. EOT and the MBTA 
are currently in the process of executing a contract to transfer approximately $39 million in bond funds to 
pay the costs of reconstructing 3 major bridges on the line, designing three others, and designing the 
remaining three new stations. It is expected that these contract documents will be finalized in the 
Summer of 2007, with notices to proceed issued in the Fall. EOT is on schedule to meet the deadline for 
completing the first interim milestone mandated in the SIP. 


IV. CONSTRUCTION OF 1,000 NEW PARKING SPACES 


Project Description 

To encourage commuters and other travelers to make use of the existing public transit network instead of 
automobiles for trips into downtown Boston — and other locations as appropriate — the MBTA will 
construct a minimum of 1,000 new parking spaces at MBTA stations within the 101 communities of the 
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization. The MBTA is in the process of identifying the most 
appropriate stations at which to construct the new spaces. 


Additional parking to serve the MBTA system has been included in all relevant transportation planning 
documents, including the MBTA Program for Mass Transportation and the Regional Transportation Plan 
of the Boston Region MPO. 


Project Status 

Under the recently amended SIP, EOT is required to complete these parking spaces and have them open 
for full public use before December 31, 2011. In addition, EOT is required to achieve the following interim 
milestones related to the project: 





= On or before 18 months following the effective date of the regulation (December 1, 2006), EOT 
must develop a request for proposals for a design consultant, complete the competitive 
procurement process, and issue a notice to proceed. 
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* Within 15 months of the completion of the above requirements, EOT must complete conceptual 
design and file an Environmental Notification Form. 


= On or before two years after MEPA’s issuance of a scope for a Draft Environmental Impact 


Report or a Single 
a DEIR or SEIR. 


Environmental Impact Report, EOT must complete preliminary design and file 


= On or before one year after MEPA‘s issuance of a scope for a Final Environmental Impact Report, 


=~ On or before 18 m 
complete final design, apply for all necessary permits funds and grants, file any required 
egislation, and ini 





EOT must file an FEIR. 


onths after MEPA’s issuance of a certificate on an FEIR or an SEIR, EOT must 





iate all public and private land acquisition. 


= Upon completion of all of the above milestones, DEP and EOT shall establish a schedule for 





project construction and deadlines for project completion. 


EOT and the MBTA are continuing to work together to identify locations for the parking spaces. As 
locations are identified, EOT will transfer funds to the MBTA to pay for the design and construction of 
these parking spaces. At this time, it is unclear whether these projects will be subject to a full-blown 
MEPA process. As the project proceeds, EOT or the MBTA will file all necessary MEPA documents and 


proceed to a DEIR/SEIR/FEIR as required. 





Currently, there are no delays associated with this effort, nor are there any foreseeable obstacles that 
would prevent EOT from meeting the ultimate schedule and deadline requirements. 


V. RED LINE-BLUE LINE CONNECTOR - DESIGN 


Project Description 


The proposed Red Line/Blue Line Connector — intended to improve mobility and regional transportation 
access for residents of East Boston and North Shore communities and the residents of Cambridge and the 
northwestern suburbs — consists of an extension of the MBTA Blue Line from the redesigned station at 
Government Center under Cambridge Street to the Red Line station at Charles/MGH. As currently 
envisioned, the project consists of two major components: (1) a new tunnel extending the Blue Line under 
Cambridge Street from Joy Street to Charles Circle and (2) a new underground Blue Line station 
connected to the existing Charles/MGH headhouse. It may also include the relocation of underground 
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rackage and platforms at Bowdoin station to eliminate the existing loop-track. The exact configurations 
of both the Charles/MGH platform and the new Blue Line station have not been determined. 


In keeping with the requirements of 310 CMR 7.36, EOT is currently pursuing the development of a 
Single Environmental Impact Report to consider the impacts of alternative designs and complete final 
design/preliminary engineering for this project. EOT is required to have the project completed before 





The concept of the Red Line-Blue Line connector project has been included in all relevant transportation 
planning documents, including the MBTA Program for Mass Transportation and the Regional 
Transportation Plan of the Boston Region MPO. 


EOT Office of Transportation Planning Page 5 


Project Status 

EOT is preparing to file an Expanded Environmental Notification Form to initiate the environmental 
review process for the Red Line-Blue Line Connector project. It is anticipated that the EENF will be filed 
with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office this summer, perhaps as early as July. At this 
point, there are no delays associated with this project, nor are there any foreseeable obstacles that would 
prevent EOT from meeting schedule and deadline requirements. 


VI. GREEN LINE EXTENSION TO SOMERVILLE AND MEDFORD 


Project Description 

This project - the purpose of which is to improve corridor mobility, boost transit ridership, improve 
regional air quality, ensure equitable distribution of transit services, and support opportunities for smart 
growth initiatives and sustainable development — will extend the Green Line from the outer limit of the 
relocated Lechmere Station project along the Lowell Commuter Rail line to Medford and along the 
Fitchburg Commuter Rail line to the vicinity of Union Square in Somerville. 


The corridor has been the subject of numerous studies dating back to 1962. The project area consists of 
densely settled urban corridors with a large base of commuters and transit users. The Medford Branch of 
the project will begin at the end of the proposed tail tracks of the relocated Lechmere Station and extend 
along the west side of the Lowell Line right-of-way. The Union Square Branch will diverge off the tail 
racks where they cross the Fitchburg Line and extend along the north side of the Fitchburg Line ending 
in the vicinity of Union Square. Stations are tentatively proposed to be located in the vicinity of: 





* Winthrop Street, Medford (Medford Hillside Branch) 

"College Avenue/Medford Hillside (Medford Hillside Branch) 

* Broadway/Ball Square, Somerville (Medford Hillside Branch) 

= Lowell Street, Somerville (Medford Hillside Branch) 

" Medford Street/Gilman Square, Somerville (Medford Hillside Branch) 
* Washington Street, Somerville (Medford Hillside Branch) 

= Union Square, Somerville (Union Square Branch) 


The Green Line Extension project has been included in all relevant transportation planning documents, 
including the MBTA Program for Mass Transportation and the Regional Transportation Plan of the 
Boston Region MPO. 


Project Status 
Under the recently amended SIP, EOT is required to complete the Green Line Extension and Spur and 
have them open to full public use before December 31, 2014. In addition, EOT is required to achieve the 
following interim milestones related to these projects: 








= On or before 18 months following the effective date of the regulation (December 1, 2006), EOT 
develop a request for proposals for a design consultant, complete the competitive procurement 
process, and issue a notice to proceed. 


* Within 15 months of the completion of the above requirements, EOT must complete conceptual 
design and file an Environmental Notification Form. 


= On or before two years after MEPA‘s issuance of a scope for a Draft Environmental Impact 
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Repor 


= Onor 


=  Onor 


or a Single 


a DEIR or SEIR. 





egisla 


ion, and ini 


Environmental Impact Report, EOT must complete preliminary design and file 


before one year after MEPA’s issuance of a scope for a Final Environmental Impact Report, 
EOT must file an FEIR. 


before 18 months after MEPA’s issuance of a certificate on an FEIR or an SEIR, EOT must 
complete final design, apply for all necessary permits funds and grants, file any required 





iate all public and private land acquisition. 


= Upon completion of all of the above milestones, DEP and EOT shall establish a schedule for 





project construction and deadlines for project completion. 


On October 2, 2006, EOT submitted an ENF to MEPA requesting a Single Environmental Impact Report. 
After two public scoping sessions, one in Somerville and one in Medford, on December 1, 2006 the 
Secretary of EOEA issued a certificate requiring both a Draft and Final Environmental Impact Reports. 
EOT posted a Request for Proposals on March 30, 2007. Two proposals were received and final interviews 
were held with each consultant selection team on June 19, 2007. It is anticipated that the selected 
consultant will be under contract to EOT by late summer 2007, and that the DEIR and preliminary 
engineering will be prepared within 18 months from initiation of the contract. EOT has completed the first 
two interim milestones and is on schedule to meet the deadline for completing the third interim milestone mandated 





in the SIP. 


EOT anticipates that the next Bond Bill to be filed by the Patrick-Murray Administration will authorize 
funding to meet the on-going needs of the SIP commitment projects. 
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